
  

As some of you know I have found joy in participating in Lancaster Story Slam in recent months.  

This is a monthly event held at Zoetropolis, where people are invited to share stories on a given topic. 

Stories are judged on presentation and content. I have attended five times, shared at three, and won once. 

The March theme was “Courage”, and I wanted to share my story with you… 

How many of you are comfortable discussing periods and menstrual cycles? How many of you 

are a little uncomfortable that I just started with that question? Last summer, a group of us were 

going on our monthly prayer walk where we walk through Lancaster City praying at different 

places, engaging people in conversation, and occasionally praying with them.  We carry with us 

bags that have things like snacks, toiletries, socks, bottled water.  One month we met Lucy. After 

a few minutes of talking with Lucy she asked if we had any powder. She said, it’s awfully hot out 

here, and it is really hard to keep clean and dry, especially when you have your period.  She also 

explained that it is difficult to find restrooms you can use when you are homeless, most 

specifically at night.  She spoke honestly about the struggle and shame of feeling unclean.  I 

promised her that I would be sure she got powder and other feminine products. Lucy shared these 

most intimate details with us as a means of asking for assistance, but it meant so much more. 

One morning I was on my way into the office and passed a man on the sidewalk. We exchanged 

pleasantries. He said, “Ma’am, would you have like a dollar that I could get something to eat 

from McDonalds.” I said, “I don’t have any cash, but we could go into the Subway here, and I 

could buy you a sandwich for breakfast.”  He shook his head and said, “no, ma’am, that’s too 

expensive.”  I smiled and said “I don’t mind, but if it makes you feel better, I can put it on the 

pastor’s tab at the church here.”  After some encouragement, he agreed.  We’ll call him Larry.  

He ordered his food and as we waited for it, we talked. He told me he was homeless.  I told him, 

if he would like to bring his sandwich up to my office and eat, perhaps I might be able to help 

him.  He agreed. He was dealing with some health issues, so we called about his insurance.  The 

insurance rep was less than helpful.  Her first questions were what is your address and phone 

number?  He politely said, I’m homeless, I don’t have one.  She said we can’t do anything for 

you without an address.  He politely repeated, I’m homeless, and we were transferred to another 

department.  This was the first of several times that we would be transferred, and the first of 

many times he would be asked his address and phone number.  He was patient, calm, and honest, 

each time.  

They said, we’ll look into it and call you back in a bit.  We hung up.  He said, I’ll come back 

before 4.  He didn’t. The next day, he returned and asked, “Are you still willing to help me.”  His 

eyes were bloodshot, and he looked tired. “What I need more than housing right now is rehab. 

Can you help me get into rehab?”  Several phone calls, transfers, and time on hold ensued.  

During those down times, I asked him about his family, his drug habits, and all sorts of other 

things about his life.  He has HIV. His daughter wouldn’t talk to him because of the drugs.  He 

lost his apartment when he went to jail for drugs, and when he got out, he had nowhere to go.  
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Again, we were told to wait for a return call.  He said to me, I’m going to go get some air. I said, “I have 
an honest question for you: Are you safe to walk out of here right now and come back in two hours 
without using.”  He looked right into my eyes and said Pastora, I have put drugs before my family, 
myself, my God, my job, and everything else that matters to me. I need this, and I promise you, I will be 
back by four.  I nodded. At 4:01, the elevator opened, and I was able to share the good news with him. 
They had found a rehab bed for him, that would pick him at the church. He hugged me, thanked me, and 
asked for me to pray with him before he left, and he asked me to share his story with our congregation so 
they could pray for him too. He smiled and waved like a child until the car was out of sight. 

Daryl has been coming to see me in my office regularly. Often it’s just for a cup of coffee and a check in. 
He has dealt with mental health issues for much of his life.  Fear and mistrust along with an inability to 
healthily manage medications have led to homelessness.  Most days he’s in good spirits, albeit disheveled 
at times, but very rarely does he come in looking sad.  On one of these rare days, I asked him how he was 
doing, and he said, I’m tired. Not just tired, weary.  He said, people don’t really see you, the real you on 
the street.  He pointed to his dirty clothes and hat and said, this isn’t really me.   

We talked a few moments about what it means to really see a person.  He said, you know, the days aren’t 
so bad. You walk around, talk to people. It’s kind of normal.  Nights are hard.  It’s lonely.  He said, it’s 
been several years since I’ve had an intimate relationship.  The streets aren’t an easy place to start one.  
No privacy, you can’t really get to know a person, and there’s nowhere to go to be together. 

I am in awe of the courage of Daryl, Lucy, and Larry. Life is not and has not been easy for them.  Their 
strength and resiliency astound me.  As does their ability and willingness to be vulnerable.  What courage 
it takes to sit down with a complete stranger and share some of the most personal details of your life! My 
life is changed because of them.  I often wonder if I would be able to do the same if I were in their shoes.  
Their stories not only bless me but push me to be a more open and generous person, to advocate for the 
rights of others. Their courage inspires me, and I hope it inspires those that I tell about them to do more, to 
care more, to listen more.  We each hold our own sacred stories inside of us.  Stories that can change the 
world.  May we find the courage to share them. 

           Blessings for courage! 

            Pastor Mandy 

Cont. from page 1 
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2019 

Income & Expenses 

          February          YTD               

Operating Income      $  5,319             $ 11,125 

Operating Expense     $10,472   $ 19,488 

Gain/<Loss>          <$  5,153 >        <$   8,363 >           

 

MORAVIAN WOMEN 

 

  Moravian Women will meet on Thursday April 4th at 1PM, 
at the home of Susie Evans. Our lesson for this month is 
continuing with "Our Guiding Light" by Bishop Kay Ward. 
We will look at "Seeing in the Dark". This chapter looks at the 23 Psalm  
and how darkness affects our lives. We can stay in the darkness 
or we can move out of the darkness and into the Light.  
   The mission study will focus on Lancaster and the ADS. We will review how 
we decided to sell our building and establish our Adult Day Center. This chapter  
was written by Pastor Dean. 
   Please come. All women are welcome to enjoy an afternoon of fellowship and spiritual growth. Please 
bring your Bible.  
Any questions contact Nancy Sturgis (717-569-7678). 
 

This month’s Dialogue is with Barb 

Schulter and Charlie Graybill. If you would 

like to share any concerns with your 

Unified Board,  just let them know and 

they’ll be happy to meet you in the Quiet 

Room. 

Save the Date – The Lititz/Lancaster Fall Retreat will be November 8-10, 2019.  

More details to follow. See Nancy Sturgis or Pastor Mandy with questions. 

     Sugar Cakes 
     

Once again it is time for our spring sugar cake bake. We will be mixing on Friday 
evening April12th, @ 5:30 PM, and baking on Saturday April 13th, @ . If you are 
interested in helping in any way, please contact Priscilla Weidman at 717-627-5950 or 
to order cakes, call Nancy Sturgis at 717-569-7678.Cakes can be picked up Saturday 

between 1:30 and 3:00 or Sunday after church.  
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2019 Lenten Series: The Lebenslaufe of Easter 

Starting March 10, 2019, we will begin a sermon series that will extend through Easter 

Sunday. As we journey through lent, we will explore the Lebenslaufe (life’s journeys) of 

several of the biblical characters associated with the Easter story.  A Lebenslauf is a memoir of sorts and has 

been a significant part of our Moravian heritage.  In the mid-1700’s it was expected that each member of the 

Moravian community, would write his or her own Lebenslauf or memoir.  Zinzendorf believed that this was 

important not only for the historical record keeping of the community, but also for its spiritual well being. A 

person’s lebenslauf was read at the service done to celebrate his or her life after he or she had died.  During 

the season of Lent we will hear the Lebenslaufe of Mary, mother of Jesus, the Centurion, Peter, Pontius Pilate, 

Mary Magdalene, and Simon of Cyrene.  On Easter Sunday we will hear the Lebenslauf of Jesus.  These will be 

largely historical fiction, pulling from scriptural references as well as biblical and historical research.  Come and 

experience the life’s journey of the well known and loved characters from this special occasion. 
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Friends and Moravian Family, 

Thank you for a beautiful service and luncheon for my aunt, Naomi Young. Her entire family felt 

loved and at home with us! 

Graciousness, a word that encompasses the loving care given to my mother during her stay at 

Moravian Manor. 

The remarkable dedication of Pastor Mandy Mastros, friends, Moravian Manor staff and 

volunteers, Hospice of Masonic Village, and Chaplain Rich Thierolf during my mother’s last days, 

were exemplary. 

Aunt Naomi and mother Emma, would be humbled by all the “attention,” preferring instead to 

care for all of us, and often saying “you take care of yourself.” 

Gratefully, 

Susie Evans 

Danielle Tshudy would like to invite everyone out to Lancashire Hall 

on April 27th, to celebrate her mother Bonnie’s birthday, and to 

fellowship and share birthday cake. 

Please join in making this a special time for Bonnie and Danielle. 
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LOOK for a BOOK in the NOOK! 

      It may be easier to find a book to read for pleasure or knowledge gathering now that our book nook has 

been updated and relabeled.  Pastor Mandy and Priscilla recently thinned out some “oldies” and rearranged 

others to better share the space with the ADS and make more room for fiction books that we, as well as our 

clients, might like to read. 

 

      Books can come and go on the honor system (no sign outs needed) and the paperback fiction is closer to 

the exchange corner idea.  See one you want to read? Take it home and enjoy…return it or another one or 

two.  Zoe is going to add a few from time to time as well.  We have two shelves now for fiction so if it looks 

empty and you want to donate one or two, do so.  If they are close to full, wait a bit please. 

 

      You will probably note that the left side is more oriented to non-fiction and religious topics, including, of 

course, specifically Moravian history and life.  The right side is where you can find some biographies, craft and 

seasonal books as well as the fiction books. 

 

      Please enjoy making use of our library “nook”…the shelves were designed and made by a now-deceased 

member and moved from Eden Road.  They are certainly useful for our ADS…let’s circulate a few books and 

keep the dust from settling! J 

To Our Lancaster Moravian family: 

 

We want to sincerely thanks this congregation for your love and prayers during Edna’s surgery and 

recovery.  We were overwhelmed by your support and cannot express our gratitude in words or barks.  We 

also want to thank you for the financial love gift that you gave.  It is more than we could have expected or 

asked for.  Your generosity has put a smile on our faces and a wag in our tail.  With paws and hands uplifted 

we thank God for each of you, and pray that you be blessed richly for your thoughtfulness.   

 

Blessings! 

With hugs from Pastor Mandy  

& slobbery wet kisses from Edna 
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Saturday, April 27 
7:00 - 8:15 pm 

Highland Presbyterian Church, Lancaster, PA 
 

Join us for an evening with bestselling author, speaker, and public theologian Brian 
McLaren. McLaren is the founding pastor of Cedar Ridge Community Church, an 

innovative, nondenominational congregation. 
 

Nicholas Kristof calls McLaren, “Provocative and powerful.” Richard Rohr 
writes, “Anything written by Brian McLaren is always filled with insight, 

courage, and creative theology, refining the meaning of orthodoxy in our 
time.”  

     An Evening with Brian McClaren  

Four women meet once a year for a ritual photo shoot, chronicling their changing (and aging) 
selves as they navigate love, careers, children and the complications of history. But when these 
private photographs threaten to go public, relationships are tested, forcing the women to 
confront who they are and how they’ll deal with whatever lies ahead. This story is a sharply 
funny and evocative play by Obie Award and Susan Smith Blackburn Prize-winner Susan Miller 
that questions our place in the world and with one another. Directed by Michael Swanson. 
Starring Cynthia Charles, Rita Clarke, Josh Dorsheimer, Candace O’Donnell, Donna Schilke, 
Geraldine WuShanley. “fully rounded people. Representative of a lot of women who want to see 
themselves on stage. It’s a diverse play as well.” -PBS Theater Talk  

Please note that this play contains adult language. 

(Please note that senior and student discounts are not available for this performance) 
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FIRST FRIDAY “ORGANIC REFLECTIONS” ORGAN CONCERT  

Friday, April 5, 2019 8:00 pm; First Reformed Church - 40 E Orange St. - FREE 

A concert to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the dedication of the vintage 1958 analog Allen organ. 

Larry Hershey will be playing music by the same composers selected for the 1959 dedication.  

 

THE RIVER BRETHREN YOUTH CHORUS  

Sunday, April 7, 2019 4:00 pm - Holy Trinity Lutheran Church - 31 S Duke St.   BY DONATION 

The River Brethren Youth Chorus is an a cappella group of youth from Old Order River Brethren 

congregations. The chorus was started to promote musical competency among young people. 

 

ADOPT-A-BOOK: CHERISH THE CLASSICS  

Friday, April 12, 2019 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm; Lancaster Public Library - 125 North Duke St - FREE 

Help us grow the Library’s collection by “adopting” a book to live on our shelves! Your selection will be 

commemorated by a book plate and become part of the Library’s collection. Enjoy wine, hors d’oeuvres, and 

entertainment while browsing. 

 

PRAYER WALK: LANCASTER 

Saturday, April 20, 2019 9:00 am - 11:00 am - Lancaster Moravian Church - 227 North Queen St 

All are welcome to join us as we walk through our city and pray for the people and places around us. 

 

LAUNCH MUSIC CONFERENCE & FESTIVAL 2019  

Thursday, April 25, 2019 - April 28 - Various Venues - Lancaster, PA  

LAUNCH is the premier place to learn about the music industry.  During the day, there will be over 20 different 
educational sessions and workshops at the Lancaster County Convention Center. At night, over 200 acts from all 
over the US and Canada will perform at a variety of downtown venues. Ranging from established to developing 
artists, the music spans every genre – from Rock to Jazz to Americana to Pock to Punk. For more info go to https://
visitlancastercity.com/launch-music-conference-and-festival/  
 

NETCO DANCE:  MOVING PAST  

Saturday, April 27, 2019 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm - The Ware Center - 42 North Prince St 

NetCo Dance continues to produce innovative dance programs that have been hailed as “dynamic, contagiously 

humorous, angst-ridden, edgy and exquisitely beautiful.” 

 

BACKYARD BUGS 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm - Lancaster Public Library - 125 North Duke St 

Our lives would be radically different without bugs! Join the Millersville Entomology Club for a presentation on 

the ecologically important insects in your own backyard. Learn about native plants that pollinators rely on to 

sustain our local environment. 

https://visitlancastercity.com/venue/first-reformed-church/
https://visitlancastercity.com/venue/holy-trinity-lutheran-church/
https://visitlancastercity.com/venue/lancaster-public-library/
https://visitlancastercity.com/venue/lancaster-moravian-church/
https://visitlancastercity.com/venue/various-venues/
https://visitlancastercity.com/launch-music-conference-and-festival/
https://visitlancastercity.com/launch-music-conference-and-festival/
https://visitlancastercity.com/venue/the-ware-center/
https://visitlancastercity.com/venue/lancaster-public-library/
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Next Lancaster community Prayer Walk: 

Saturday, April 20th, 9:00 AM 

Come prepared for the weather, and meet outside the church entrance. 

Please pray for 
these individuals 
that have reached 
out to us. 
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Lancaster Moravian Church     
227 North Queen Street, 2nd Floor 

PO Box 1327, Lancaster, PA 17608             

Phone: 717-397-9722  

Website:  www.lancastermoravian.org 

Email:    pastor@lancastermoravian.org (Rev. Mandy Mastros) 

 office@lancastermoravian.org (Donna) 

 books@lancastermoravian.org 

 Sunday Schedule  

10:00 AM   Worship Service   
11:00 AM   Coffee, Cookie &  

     Conversation 

Unified Board 

     Elder committee 
Eddie Graybill    (2019) 

Barb Schulter     (2018) 

Elaine Sturgis      (2020) 

Arlene Brauner   (2019) 

 

Trustee committee 
Addison Rymar  (2019) 

David Herber    (2019) 

Mike Brauner    (2018) 

Charlie Graybill (2018) 

 

Staff 
Pastor -  Rev. Mandy Mastros 

Donna Schilke, Admin Assistant/Editor 

 

Office Hours at Moravian 

Center 

The office is open:   M-F, 9:30 AM-12:30 PM 
Pastor’s office hours:  Tuesday 9 AM-1 PM 

                                     Wednesday  1-4 PM 

 

       other times by appointment. 

         April Birthdays 
 
Greta Rymar  April 11th 
 
Charlotte Howell* April 14th 
 
Bonnie Tshudy  April 20th 
 
  
  

 
** Member of the 90+ Club 

What’s on the Horizon? 
 

Moravian Women   April 4th 

Mission & Service Meeting  April 9th 

ADS Board Meeting  April 11th 

Jesus, Still Lead On   April 14th 

Palm Sunday   April 14th 

Elders Meeting   April 18th 

Good Friday   April 19th 

Prayer Walk: Lancaster  April 20th 

Resurrection Day   April 21st 

Jesus, Still Lead On   April 28th 

 

 

*For more information, please check our website: 

www.lancastermoravian.org or check us out on 

Facebook.       

Worship Attendance 

March   3rd  29  

March 10th  26 

March 17th  27 

March 24th  30 

March 31st 

April Anniversaries 

Dave & Diane Herber         April 30th 

Prayer Concerns 

Pam Kalogiros; Janet Wasson; Cheri 

 

Homebound Members 

Joanne Zimmerman; Cindy Campbell;  

Susie Meals; Helen Vogel; 

Charlotte Howell 

 

Articles and items appearing 

in the newsletter are due by 

the second Monday of every 

month. Material & comments 

should be submitted to the 

church office. 


